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Problem Statement and Research Question

What is the problem the research you do is going to solve? Why should someone care (or pay for) this research? 

What is the central research question? What do you want to find out?

What will we know after your thesis that we did not know before? 
Approach and Methodology

How do you (or plan to) conduct the research? Is it experimental or theoretical?

How will you validate or evaluate the quality of your research?

Explain briefly why your approach is appropriate in the context of your work. What alternatives would there be and why are you not using them? 
Related Work

Give a very brief summary of the 4 most important publications that had a major impact on your research field. 

How has related work influenced your work? 

What is better (or different) in your work?
Preliminary Results

What is your contribution to the field?

What have you found out so far? What are your results?

How do you proof your results? Why should we believe these results? 
Conclusions and Future Steps

What are the next steps? What do you need to address? What research has to be done? 

Where do you need additional (external) expertise? Where would you like to cooperate with others?

Where would you appreciate guidance and advice? 
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